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What to expect during the test



SHL Test Sections

¨ Self Assessment
¨ Lexical Recognition
¨ Dictation
¨ Partial Translation
¨ Sentence Completion
¨ Verb Conjugation 
¨ Speaking and Writing



Self Assessment

Test takers answer a series 
of CanDo statements in the 
five modes of 
Communication. 

The self-assessment results 
are presented in the report 
to provide additional insights 
into the individual student’s 
language profile, but are not 
included in the scoring.  



Lexical Recognition 

Test takers are presented 
with 100 words and asked if 
they know the meaning of 
each word.  If they check a 
real word they get a point 
credit.  If they check a 
pseudo word they lose a 
point. They are not 
penalized if they say they do 
not know a word. 	  



Dictation

In this section, students fill in the blanks in a single 
sentence as they listen to the sentence being read. 	  



Partial Translation

In this section students select the best option from a list of 
three Spanish translations of an English sentence that would 
be clearly understood by a Spanish speaker who does not 
speak English. 	  



Sentence Completion

In this multiple-choice section, 
students choose the Spanish 
phrase out of three options that 
best completes a Spanish 
sentence. The missing word or 
expression corresponds to 
twenty five problematic items 
that were selected based on 
¨  Pertinent research on SHL 

(e.g., Colombi 2002; Lipski 
1993; Martínez 2007; Sanz 
2000)

¨  Compositions written by 
University of Houston 
students, and

¨  The presence of the items in 
current SHL textbooks. 



Verb Conjugation 

In this two-part section, students type in the blanks with the 
appropriate form of the verb in parenthesis to complete the stories 
presented. The first Verb section focuses on the simple tenses, 
including present, preterite, imperfect, conditional, and simple future 
in both subjunctive and indicative moods. This section also includes 
regular and irregular verbs (stem change and spelling change).  



Speaking

Students who have reached 
this level have 
demonstrated a high level of 
proficiency.  They will listen 
to a passage about a 
current news topic at the 
Advanced level. They will 
produce a spoken response 
into a microphone to an 
Advanced level question 
about the passage.  



Writing

After the speaking 
section students will 
read a passage 
about a current 
news topic at the 
Advanced level and 
write their response 
to an Advanced level 
question using the 
keyboard. 


